THE DISSIDENT GARDEN
Valentin Ferré, Islands Songs (Nicolas Perret & Silvia Ploner),
Annika Kappner, Giacomo Raffaelli, Anna Raimondo
With a performance by Mathilde Dadaux
Curated by Chiara Nuzzi
The Dissident Garden is the third and last chapter of the project What
Happens to People and What Happens to the Land is the Same Thing, a
program of events that aims at exploring the role of art in ecological
emergence, and started in February 2018 in the context of the threemonths curatorial residency ACROSS held by thankyouforcoming in Nice.
Hosted in the suggestive Val Rahmeh Exotic Botanical Garden in Menton,
The Dissident Garden faces, through the specific media of sound and
performance, the theme of reconciliation as a fil rouge that characterizes
all the chapters of the program.
Can dissidence stand as a key concept through which to achieve
reconcilement and reconnect with our surroundings and with ourselves?
Starting from that question, the project sheds light, in particular, on the
environment - natural, social, economic or work-related - that hosts us
and that we, as humans, are drastically influencing and shaping, reflecting
as well on what can be our strategies to establish new connections and
relations for coexistence with it, and among us.
Through this last chapter, the project aims at facilitating a reflection
towards the reconnection of the human body with itself and with the natural

environment, and itunderlines the role that the sound element increasingly
plays in artistic research, as no longer as a mere medium, but as an
instrument of expression as such.
For the occasion, the contributions by Valentin Ferré (FR), Islands Songs
(FR-DE), Annika Kappner (NL), Giacomo Raffaelli (IT) and Anna Raimondo
(BE) are gathered together in a mixtape available to the public through a
sound walk, from April 22nd to May 19th.
Conceived as a collective show en plein air, the sound walk offers, on a
unique soundtrack, five different audio pieces inspired by the project’s topics,
which are often newly-produced works or specifically re-worked versions.
The visitors, using MP3 and headphones, are be able to experience the pieces
while walking in the garden, discovering and getting in touch with the varieties
of Nature that are preserved and cultivated there and, at the same time, to
interact in a different way with other bodies and presences. Conceived as a
metaphor on the human condition, a newly-produced performance, focused on
the topics of humility and resilience that plants bring with them, is presented
by artist Mathilde Dadaux in occasion of the opening, on Sunday, April 22nd.

The third season of the program ACROSS is realised with the support of
the Region Provence – Alpes – Côte d’Azur.
The events program is realized with the support of the Prize ON BOARD
2017 promoted by MiBACT Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities and
Tourism - General Directorate for Contemporary Art and Architecture
and Urban Suburbs and by GAI - Association for the Circuit of the Young
Italian Artists.
Special thanks to Amis du Val Rahmeh for supporting and hosting the
project The Dissident Garden.
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ANNIKA KAPPNER
Amydala, 11’57’’, 2018

VALENTIN FERRÉ
Les Diplomates (The Dissident Garden version), 6’29’’, 2017-2018

Amydala is a guided meditation that invites the participants to explore
the complex history of Val Rahmeh and to connect themselves to their
surroundings experiencing the natural environment through the senses.
Can we go beyond unconscious emotions and mental representations
related to concepts as class, corporate, indigenous, animal, human,
natural, artificial? What sense of kinship and agency can we develop
through sensing, rather than thinking and seeing?

Les Diplomates is a sound fiction. A selection of birds’ songs is put in
perspective with electronics sounds in the attempt to activate a dialogue.
The listener is driven to forget both his artificial and natural markers.
The piece thus represents a sound conversation, a sound abstraction, a
glorified nature.

Annika Kappner (1980, Deutschland) explores possibilities of sensory composition combining
painting, installation, sculpture, sound and performance. Her work is interested in the
evolution of consciousness, the shifting perception of (self) image in relation to mental
patterns and the underlying forces that shape their systemic counterparts in nature, visual
arts, technology and science. She seeks to add experiential perspectives of the contemporary
relation between human, nature and technology addressing concepts of non-duality and
otherness. Her work has been presented, amongst others, at Kunstfort Vijfhuizen (NL), Marres
House for Contemporary Art Maastricht (NL), W 139 (NL), Wallace Museum (UK), Victoria and
Albert Museum (UK) and Brian Morris Gallery (NY).

In all the works by Valentin Ferré, the context, relational or geographical, is the starting
point in which the work is integrated, always entailing the research process. Soundwalks,
sound sculptures, sound installations and editions, which report independently, articulate his
practice. Inspired by listening artificial and natural soundscapes, Valentin Ferré adopts a
sculptural approach of the sound, common denominator in all his compositions. He is co-founder
of the music label Véhicule Particulier and is founder member of the collective ultralocal.
During summer 2018, he will be in residence at Villa Roannec’h in St Brieuc.

ISLANDS SONGS
Singing Microbes and Other Spirits
(The Dissident Garden version), 14’50’’, 2018
Originally commissioned by documenta 14, for Every Time A Ear di Soun
Singing Microbes and Other Spirits is a sound piece produced in collaboration
with the Colombian anthropologist and biologist César Enrique Giraldo
Herrera in the frame of Every Time A Ear di Soun, the documenta 14 radio.
Entangling a fabulation and a speculative score, the piece suggests that
the entities Amerindian shamans have been negotiating with have more in
common with current microbial ecology than with the terms “souls” and
“spirits” introduced by the Christian missionaries during the colonial effort
of conversion.
Nicolas Perret (born 1978 in Nice, FR) and Silvia Ploner (born 1982 in San Candido, IT) form
the duo Islands Songs. They live in Berlin and Paris and work together since 2012. Situated inbetween documentary, sound art and electroacoustic music, they undertake long-term projects
that result in radio pieces, sound installations, performances and publications.

GIACOMO RAFFAELLI
The Green Notebook, 7’54’’, 2018

ANNA RAIMONDO
La Vie en Bleu, 11’36’’, 2011

MATHILDE DADAUX
VOIR, performance, 2018

Giacomo Raffaelli contribution to the sound walk is an excerpt from an
ongoing exercise he initiated in private form, attempting to rethink the
relationship with his working practices. The recording is conceived as a
response to the problematics raised by the curatorial statement of the
project The Dissident Garden, particularly in regards to self-taught forms
of ecology, through experimenting with strategies of withdrawal and
inaction as affirmative ways to refuse hyper-presence and productivity.

The sea is the main character of the piece by Raimondo, it is also a strange
variant of the radiophonic ether with its continuous wave-cycle, capable of
creating pathways and connecting distant places.
In this case, the two marine cities of Naples and Marseilles. Is the sea
a primordial form of radio? This question is repeated in the context of Val
Rahmeh, in which, as the terminal of a radio bridge extending under water,
plants have been travelled to create a passage between species, cultures
and sounds.

Sat on the ground with the public, Mathilde Dadaux will present a
performance specifically conceived for the occasion. Going across the issue
of humility, such a natural context will allow the artist and the public to
confront each other with a story of existing bodies in their singularities,
probably until their denial.

Giacomo Raffaelli (Italy, 1988) is a visual artist and researcher in science studies.
Applying sociological forms of enquiry to the terrains of physics and metrology, his works
investigates the relationship between images and matter within the digital realm, while
exploring the political agency performed by scientific institutions and their influence on our
understanding of notions of democracy and participation. His works have been presented,
among others, at Mart - Museo di Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Trento e Rovereto
(Rovereto, IT), South London Gallery (London, UK), “untitled”BCN (Barcelona, ESP),
Guadalajara International Film Festival (Guadalajara, MEX), Mediterranea 17 - Young Artists
Biennial (Milano, IT), Sonic Somatic (Firenze, IT), Fotopub (Novo Mesto, SI).

Anna Raimondo (1981), Italy, lives and works in Brussels) is currently working toward a
PhD on Sonic arts at ULB and ARBA in Brussels. She has participated in many international
exhibitions and festivals including “Nuove frontiere del benessere dell’ecosistema vaginale”
at Ex Elettrofonica (IT); “Nous sermons sérieuses de la manière la plus joyeuse” at the
Cube-Independent Art Room (MA); etc. Her sound and radiophonic works have been broadcast
internationally in different spaces and contexts as in the context of documenta 14 - Radio
Program, SAVVY Gallery, Berlin (DE) and Friday Late at V&A Museum, London (UK).

Mathilde Dadaux (b. 1992, France) graduated at Villa Arson in Nice and won the Venet
Foundation price in 2016. She specialised her work in the field of performance art and immaterial
in situ artworks, expressing a strong engagement towards a practice close from the public
space, the collective and its individualities when her intention is always to affect our experience
of a place in its physical and emotional dimensions.

